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562 TOM BROWN AT OXFORD. [Oct. 

as the latest. The founders of Jamestown, while they suffered less 
from hostilities with the Indians than the founders of Plymouth, suf- 
fered far more from hostilities with one another. The great danger in 
the Colony of Virginia was secession. The shrewd and unprincipled 
adventurers who failed of obtaining the offices and power they desired, 
were always plotting to steal the Commonwealth's " pynnasse," and sail 
back to England with a cargo of kidnapped Indians. Hitherto we have 
looked at these scenes from the standpoint of the prototype of our Miles 
Standish, Captain John Smith. We have praised him as the hero and 
the preserver of the Colony, believed every word of his charges against 
the other leaders, and especially deplored the incapacity and unfaith- 
fulness of the first President, Wingfield. The research and liberality 
of Mr. Deane have now given us the other side, in the form of a finely 
executed fac-simile of Wingfield's defence of himself to the Council for 
the Colony in England. Both Smith's and Wingfield's accounts agree 
in some particulars. Each extols himself for prudence and disinterest- 
edness, and each condemns every one else, except the good minister, 
Mr. Hunt, for " ymbeasilement " and "mutany." It would appear 
from the " Discourse," that " Mr. Smythe " and his associates suborned 
witnesses with Indian cake to swear that Wingfield had defrauded them 
out of their allotted spoonful of beer, and that he was an atheist, etc. 
We find further, that "'it was proued to Mr. Smythe's face that he 
begged in Ireland, like a rogue, w th out a lycence." The account of 
Mr. Smythe's capture by Powhatan, "the great Powaton," does not 
mention Pocahontas, and thus favors the prevalent supposition that the 
story of her saving Smythe's life is a myth. Mr. Deane's able note 
shows that Smith's own earlier writings do not mention Pocahontas. 



4. — 1. Tom Brown at Oxford: a Sequel to School Days at Rugby. 

By the Author of " School Days at Rugby," " Scouring of the 

White Horse," etc. Boston: Ticknor and Fields. 1861. 2 vols. 

12mo. pp. 378, 430. 
2. The Same. New York: Harper and Brothers. 1860-61. 2 

vols. 12mo. pp. 360, 373. 

Tom Brown shows at Oxford the same exuberant animal activity, 
and the same reckless fondness for scrapes, as at Rugby. Perhaps we 
ought not to have been disappointed at his turning out only a rowing 
man. Still, both the intellectual and the moral seem too much subordi- 
nated to the physical in the first part of the book, and the extrava- 
gances and dissipations of Oxford life are detailed with disagreeable 
minuteness, amusing as the description is. 



1861.] DODDS'S STRUGGLE OF THE SCOTTISH COVENANTERS. 563 

The moral tone of this part of the book, though very healthy, is not 
very delicate. Most American readers will consider drunkenness 
something more than a ridiculous folly. In the second part, where 
Tom Brown becomes at once a lover and a radical, lies the moral 
meaning of the whole work. The sympathy for the oppressed peas- 
antry is very deep and noble, though the plans of their liberators are 
sharply criticized. The few hints on college reform seem very valu- 
able. Ticknor and Fields's edition contains, in the second volume, a 
dedication to Professor Lowell, to whom the author pledges the deep 
sympathy of " all that is soundest and noblest in England " in our 
" great struggle," and avows his '• firm faith that your country will quit 
herself as England's sister should in this fiery trial time." 



5. — Jenkins's Vest-Pocket Lexicon ; an English Dictionary of all ex- 
cept Familiar Words; including the Principal Scientific and Tech- 
nical Terms, and Foreign Weights and Measures, omitting what 
everybody knows, and containing what everybody wants to know and 
cannot readily find. By Jabez Jenkins. Philadelphia : J. B. 
Lippincott & Co. 1860. 64mo. pp. 563. 

Such is the title of one of the most useful little volumes which mod- 
ern lexicography has given to the English republic of letters. The 
large circulation of scientific manuals has enriched our vocabulary with 
many words which but a few years ago were confined to the labora- 
tory, the library, and the professor's desk; and those who have not 
been able to keep pace with the rapid march of knowledge are continu- 
ally embarrassed in conversation and in reading by their ignorance of 
nomenclatures and terminologies. For such, as well as for the better 
informed, Mr. Jenkins has rendered a most important service, by super- 
seding the labor and trouble of handling large quarto lexicons. Either 
in the vest pocket, or on the table, this well-informed guide will always 
be of convenient access, and will seldom disappoint the inquirer. We 
cannot doubt that a wide distribution will repay the intelligent toil of 
the compiler. 

6. — The Fifty Years' Struggle of the Scottish Covenanters. 1 638 - 
1688. By James Dodds. Second Edition. Edinburgh : Edmon- 
ston and Douglas. 1860. 16mo. pp. xii. and 389. 

The history of the political and religious movements in Scotland 
during the half-century which extends from the signing of the National 
Covenant, on the last day of February, 1638, to the close of the Eevo- 



